
Friday, March 24, 2017  #HKWnow

12-4 pm Auditorium    EN ←→ dE
Migration – Talking Migration
thEsEs, discussioNs Avery F. Gordon, 
Bernd Kasparek, Sandro Mezzadra, Zoran 
Terzić, Brigitta Kuster, Isabelle Saint-Saëns, 
Ramzi Kassem, Kim Rygiel
iNtroductioN Nanna Heidenreich
modErAtioN Nanna Heidenreich, 
Brigitta Kuster

5-7 pm Auditorium    EN → dE
The Standard of Civilization – Law and War
documENts, prEsENtAtioNs, discussioN 
Avery F. Gordon, Slavenka Drakulić, 
Ramzi Kassem
iNtroductioN ANd modErAtioN Rana 
Dasgupta 

7-8 pm Auditorium    EN → dE
The Nation-State System
prEsENtAtioN David Scott
iNtroductioN Katrin Klingan

8-10 pm Auditorium  
 EN ←→ dE, fr → dE, fr → EN

The Standard of Civilization – From the
"Right to Trade" to "Good Governance"
documENts, prEsENtAtioNs, discussioN 
Antony T. Anghie, Susan George, 
Lawrence Liang, In Koli Jean Bofane 
iNtroductioN Katrin Klingan

100 Years of Now

Now is the Time 
of Monsters
What Comes After Nations?

  
 Headphones are available in the cloak room foyer. 

 The restaurant is open until 7 pm. The Hirschfeld Bar remains open after the last 
 event closes.

Conversations

5.30–6.30 pm   foyEr
 EN ←→ dE, Arb ←→ dE, Arb ←→ EN

Which Humans Have Human Rights?
Boaventura de Sousa Santos and 
Samar Yazbek

7–8 pm   foyEr
 EN ←→ dE

Have Nations Killed Cosmopolitanism?
Arjun Appadurai, Cemil Aydin and
Rana Dasgupta

8.30–9.30 pm   foyEr
 EN ←→ dE

What is the Space of Exception?
Keller Easterling, Bernd Kasparek and 
Kim Rygiel
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Migration
A Political Movement
Migration as a political and social movement challenges the order of the 
nation-state. The rhetoric of crisis, which largely defines how this topic is 
dealt with, has produced new forms of administration and governance, 
as well as border regimes that make it necessary to rethink the forms of 
representation and the political. What is meant today when we speak of 
migration, where are the current struggles of migration taking place, and 
how do their geographies get shifted? How can the old claim to “the right 
to have rights” be negotiated in contrast to national law? And how does 
migration allow us to call political structures into question and to think 
about them in radically different ways?

Now is the Time of Monsters

iNstAllAtioN
foyEr ANd Auditorium
From Left to Night, 2017
Christian Nyampeta

A spatial contribution consisting of an 
interior space, a continuous film with 
occasional alterations, and a permeable 
library will unfold in the Foyer and the 
Auditorium. This installation extends the 
question of the position of the artist in the 
construction of history, and the role of 
the artist in political action by focusing on 
the fictional trial of the late Nigerian poet 
Christopher Okigbo. Okigbo is put on trial in 
the Hereafter, for having confused universal 
heroism with parochial martyrdom. Okigbo 
had advocated art as an affirmation of life, 
and spoken out against national and racial 
boundaries. Nevertheless, he died for Biafra 
on the battlefield in 1967, seeking cessation 
from the newly independent Nigerian 
state. In the face of today’s resurgence of 
socially destructive forms of nationalism, 
what tasks await the artist and what are 
meaningful contributions to the crafting of 
more habitable futures? 
This exploration arises from an archive 
of events, institutions, legal documents, 
resolutions, terms, and practices that 
constitute and lay bare a history of the 
“standard of civilization” inscribed in the 
international system of states. It extends 
across new and existing structures, 
texts and imagery derived from a 
collaborative, discursive, polyrhythmic, 
and transformative outlook on the 
concretization of artistic motives into 
political habits. From Left to Night shares 
its title with a film by artist Wendelien van 
Oldenborgh (2014), and a film by the Otolith 
Group (2015).

christiAN NyAmpEtA is an artist and a PhD candidate 
at the Visual Cultures Department of Goldsmiths, 
University of London where he researches Sub-
Saharan African philosophy. Ongoing activities 
include contributions to research programs of 
Another Roadmap, Africa Cluster. Most recently, 
he contributed to the Gwangju Biennale (2016) and 
the Jerusalem Show VIII (2016). Recent exhibitions 
include Through the Fog: Descripting the Present, 
State of Concept, Athens (2016); Prix de Rome 2015, 
de Appel Arts Centre, Amsterdam; How to Live 
Together: Prototypes, The Showroom, London as well 
as Casco, Utrecht and Stroom, Den Haag between 
2013 and 2014.
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12–4 pm
iNtroductioN 
Nanna Heidenreich

modErAtioN
Nanna Heidenreich and Brigitta Kuster

thEsEs, discussioNs
Talking Migration

What do we mean when we talk about 
migration and the struggles of migration 
within a field dominated by the (nation) 
state and capital? By drawing on a specific 
event or a document, contributors will 
distinguish between migration as a political 
movement and migration as mobility 
as such, suggesting that migration and 
border regimes need to be understood as 
productive beyond the blatant violence and 
exclusion they entail.

Sociologist and writer Avery F. Gordon will 
introduce the language of the runaway—
preparation and fugitivity—into the sphere 
of migration to see whether the traditional 
understanding of movement can be 
challenged. 
Migration researcher and activist Bernd 
Kasparek assesses the political dimension 
of self-determination during the Summer of 
Migration 2015. Since Europe has always 
been challenged and shaped by migration, 
which answers are needed today? 
Political theorist Sandro Mezzadra will 
talk about migrants riding atop a US-
bound freight train known as La Bestia that 
traverses Mexico. Here, the intertwining 
between migration and “logistical” mobility 
becomes apparent when migrants have to 
engage with the border long before even 
getting there. He evaluates the “autonomy 
of migration approach,” highlighting the 
tensions between the logic of capital’s 
exploitation of migrant labor and the 
exclusionary logic of nation-states. 
In his piano lecture, writer and jazz-
pianist Zoran Terzić investigates the 
migration and appropriation of what he calls 
pop nationalism. The symbolic form of music 
cannot be reduced to politics proper, yet it 

contributes to shaping the political world. 
As a tribute to John Berger, artist and 
cultural researcher Brigitta Kuster will 
reconsider his experimental topography of 
subjectivity of the migrant worker, reflecting 
on the images, imaginations, and situations 
created by migration. 
Activist Isabelle Saint-Saëns asks how 
the means of control and surveillance 
(Forensics) can be appropriated by migrants 
and movements to control the controllers 
(Forensis). 
Lawyer and legal scholar Ramzi Kassem will 
examine how Donald Trump’s recent 
“Muslim ban” erodes the rights of 
immigrants and non-U.S.-citizens in the 
name of security, and how its aura reaches 
beyond those immediately targeted 
demographics to all Muslim-identified 
bodies. 
Political scientist Kim Rygiel considers the 
practices of “governing through citizenship.” 
Today, citizenship has become a global 
regime restricting mobility rights. Yet those 
who are targeted as “undesirable” demand 
rights, enacting a form of “citizenship from 
below.”

AvEry f. GordoN is a sociologist and writer. She is 
Professor of Sociology at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara and Visiting Professor at Birkbeck 
School of Law, University of London (2015-2018). 
Her most recent books are The Hawthorn Archive: 
Letters from the Utopian Margins (forthcoming), The 
Workhouse: The Breitenau Room (with Ines 
Schaber, 2012) and Ghostly Matters: Haunting and 
the Sociological Imagination (2nd edition 2008). 
Her work focuses on radical thought and practice, 
imprisonment, and other forms of dispossession. She 
serves on the Editorial Committee of the journal Race 
& Class and is the co-host of No Alibis, a weekly public 
affairs radio program on KCSB FM Santa Barbara.

bErNd KAspArEK is a migration scholar and activist 
with a focus on border studies. He is founding 
member of the Network for Critical Migration and 
Border Regime Studies (kritnet) and member of 
the managing board of the research association 
bordermonitoring.eu. Currently, he is completing 
his PhD project on the Europeanisation of the 
border regime. Together with Sabine Hess he 
edited Grenzregime: Diskurse, Praktiken, Institutionen 
in Europa (2010), a collection of texts concerned 
with the dynamics, actors, discourses, and practices 
of the European border regime and, with others, 
the successor volume Grenzregime 3: Der lange 
Sommer der Migration (2016), on the so-called 
Summer of Migration in 2015. His book Europas 
Grenzen (Europe’s borders) is forthcoming (2017).

briGittA KustEr is an artist and cultural researcher, 
primarily interested in visual and film studies, 
postcolonialism, and migration and border studies. 
Her work takes the form of research projects, 
exhibitions, and filmic approaches. Kuster is a 
member of the artist collective Artefakte, with Regina 
Sarreiter and Dierk Schmidt. Together with Moïse 
Merlin Mabouna she works on the longtime filmic 
research project choix d'un passé, dealing with the 
legacies of colonialism in Cameroon. The project 
is also presented in her most recent book, Choix 
d'un passé - transnationale Vergegenwärtigungen 
kolonialer Hinterlassenschaften (2016, Choix d’un 
passé–transnational realizations of colonial legacies).

sANdro mEzzAdrA is a political theorist whose work 
focuses on the relations between globalization, 
migration, and citizenship, as well as on postcolonial 
theory and criticism. He teaches political theory 
at the University of Bologna and is Adjunct Fellow 
at the Institute for Culture and Society of the 
University of Western Sydney. His books include: In 
the Marxian Workshops. The subject and its 
Production (2014), The Postcolonial Condition: 
History and Politics in the Global Present (2008), 
and The Right to Escape: Migration, Citizenship, 
Globalization (2006). With Brett Neilson he is the 
author of Border as Method, or the Multiplication of 
Labor (2013).

zorAN tErzić is a writer and jazz pianist. He 
studied Visual Arts in New York and obtained 
his PhD at Bergische Universität Wuppertal. In 
2007/2008 he was a researcher at IFK in Vienna 
and Zentrum für Literaturwissenschaft in Berlin. He 
was Visiting Scholar at Universität Leipzig in 2013. 
His monograph Kunst des Nationalismus (2007) 
deals with the cultural semiotics of war. Terzić has 
co-initiated the literature-project Daughters and 
Sons of Gastarbeiters, the research collective 
Postfaschistische Idylle, and runs Improsociety, a web 
platform for his musical and collaborative works.

isAbEllE sAiNt-sAëNs is an activist in the fields of 
migration, feminism and collectivity. She is a member 
of the transnational network migreurop.org that 
addresses the European policies of migration and 
advocates freedom of movement; of Gisti, a French 
NGO providing information and support to migrants; 
and of the collective editorial board of Vacarme, a 
journal which reflects on the intersections of artistic 
practice, research, and political activism. She 
participated in the European network Frassanito, and 
was the coordinator of the website Pajol.eu.org, which 
is now an archive of the Sans Papiers movement 
(1997-2007).

rAmzi KAssEm is a legal scholar and lawyer. He is 
Professor of Law at the City University of New York 
where he directs the Immigrant & Non-Citizen Rights 
Clinic and the CLEAR project. With his students, he 
represents prisoners of various nationalities held 
at American detention facilities globally as well as 
New Yorkers who find themselves in the crosshairs 
of the sprawling U.S. security state. Before joining 
the CUNY law faculty in 2009, Kassem was a lecturer 
in Law at Yale Law School. His interests include the 
legal and policy responses to the September 11th 
attacks and other real or perceived national security 
crises, the rights of minorities and non-citizens, and 
international humanitarian law.

Kim ryGiEl is Associate Professor in the Department 
of Political Science at Wilfrid Laurier University 
and the Balsillie School of International Affairs 
in Waterloo, Canada. Her research focuses on 
border security, migration, and citizenship in North 
America and Europe. She investigates how citizens 
and non-citizens engage in citizenship practices 
and challenge notions of political community and 
understandings of citizenship. She is the author 
of Globalizing Citizenship (2010) and co-editor 
of Citizenship, Migrant Activism and the Politics of 
Movement (2012). Her work has appeared in journals 
such as Citizenship Studies, European Journal of 
Social Theory and International Political Sociology.

Now is the Time of Monsters



The Standard of Civilization
Asymmetries of the International System
How do inequality and global power asymmetries get inscribed in inter-
national systems of state and law? How did the imperial-era divisions 
between “civilized” and “barbaric” remain in place–albeit with a new 
vocabulary of “good governance”, “transparency,” and “human rights”? 
Drawing on documents, this history of continuity will be subjected to a 
close reading. An installation by the artist Christian Nyampeta allows for 
opposing readings of historical processes. Examinations of the interna-
tional framework governing war, trade and finance lay bare the structural 
inequality built into our global system, as well as the far-reaching conse-
quences of existing concentrations of power.

Now is the Time of MonstersFriday, March 24, 2017 
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AvEry f. GordoN is a sociologist and writer. She is 
Professor of Sociology at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara and Visiting Professor at Birkbeck 
School of Law, University of London (2015-2018). 
Her most recent books are The Hawthorn Archive: 
Letters from the Utopian Margins (forthcoming), The 
Workhouse: The Breitenau Room (with Ines 
Schaber, 2012) and Ghostly Matters: Haunting and 
the Sociological Imagination (2nd edition 2008). 
Her work focuses on radical thought and practice, 
imprisonment, and other forms of dispossession. She 
serves on the Editorial Committee of the journal Race 
& Class and is the co-host of No Alibis, a weekly public 
affairs radio program on KCSB FM Santa Barbara.

slAvENKA drAKulić is a writer and journalist. Her 
fictional and non-fictional writings address a broad 
range of topics from feminism, illness, and fear of death 
to the conditions in communist and post-communist 
Yugoslavia. Both in her novels and non-fiction Drakulić 
has written extensively on the war in former Yugoslavia. 
In They Would Never Hurt a Fly: War Criminals on 
Trial in The Hague (2004), she asks how people can be 
capable of committing extreme crimes in war. She gave 
voice to women abused during the Balkan War in As If 
I Am Not There (2001). Drakulić writes for a wide range 
of newspapers and publications.

rAmzi KAssEm is a legal scholar and lawyer. He is 
Professor of Law at the City University of New York 
where he directs the Immigrant & Non-Citizen Rights 
Clinic and the CLEAR project. With his students, he 
represents prisoners of various nationalities held 
at American detention facilities globally as well as 
New Yorkers who find themselves in the crosshairs 
of the sprawling U.S. security state. Before joining 
the CUNY law faculty in 2009, Kassem was a lecturer 
in Law at Yale Law School. His interests include the 
legal and policy responses to the September 11th 
attacks and other real or perceived national security 
crises, the rights of minorities and non-citizens, and 
international humanitarian law.

8–10 pm 
iNtroductioN
Katrin Klingan

documENts, prEsENtAtioNs, discussioN
From the "Right to Trade" to "Good 
Governance"
In English and French

From the paradigm of the “right to 
trade”, put forth by 16th-century traveler 
Francisco de Vitoria, to contemporary 
practices of good governance, the legal and 
institutional structures of the international 
system helped maintain asymmetrical 
trade relations. Investigating the role of 
supranational institutions and of private 
corporations in defining the parameters 
of international trade and governance, 
each of the contributors will look at a 
specific incident when the notion of the 
“civilized” served and continues to serve 
as a justification for maintaining the 
asymmetries of the international system. 

International law scholar Antony T. 
Anghie will trace the transformation of the 
“standard of civilization” into a vocabulary 
consisting of “structural adjustments” and 
“good governance” in order to promote a 
form of globalization that is now subject to 
increased criticism. 
Political scientist and activist Susan 
George will look at the rise of transnational 
corporations and their collective and 
organized participation in government 
and public affairs at all levels. The Global 
Redesign Initiative, a governance concept 
devised by the World Economic Forum, 
will be of particular concern here, as it is 
connected to the question how citizens can 
oppose these hegemonic structures.
Legal scholar and writer Lawrence Liang 
excavates the history of a US loan to India 
during a food shortage in 1951/52 which 
not only obliged India to buy wheat from 
the U.S., but also came along with two 
“civilizational” concessions: India had to use 
a series of U.S. textbooks and had to send all 
India-published books to the U.S. Library of 
Congress, whose handling spurred fears of 
contamination among the library employees.

5-7 pm
iNtroductioN ANd modErAtioN
Rana Dasgupta

documENts, prEsENtAtioNs, discussioN
Law and War

The idea of an international community 
that can intervene in the internal affairs 
of another state in the name of humanity 
or the war against terror is in itself not 
neutral. It is informed by the continuation 
of “civilizational thinking” that has been 
inscribed into the law of war from the 
beginning of its formation within the context 
of international law. Both the implications of 
a global war on terror and the attempts to 
establish an international jurisprudence are 
crucial aspects of this nexus. 

Starting from a set of documents, 
contributors will be asking to whom 
international law and the law on war apply, 
who is protected, and who is not. Sociologist 
and writer Avery F. Gordon will address 
questions arising around an archive provided 
by lawyers of Yemeni prisoners of war held at 
Guantanamo Bay detention camp, dubbed 
“alien unlawful combatant.” What can such 
an archive represent, and what not?
Writer and journalist Slavenka Drakulić will 
look at a recent case in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina where ten Croatian generals 
were charged with war crimes against 
the Serbian population. She will ask how 
attaining justice is complicated by the 
establishment of dissenting national truths 
after the war in former Yugoslavia.
Legal scholar and lawyer Ramzi Kassem will 
draw on images, statistics, laws, and cases 
to explore how the so-called U.S. global war 
on terror has warped pre-existing systems 
of power and enabled the emergence of 
new ones both within the United States and 
across the globe.
Following the presentations, the 
participating speakers and Rana Dasgupta 
will engage in a discussion about the ways in 
which the Western powers have managed to 
retain their supremacy by ensuring that the 
codes of war were never equalized after the 
end of the imperial age.

Author In Koli Jean Bofane will trace how 
the status of Congo as a global reserve 
for raw materials during colonialism still 
persists in the present era of globalization, 
now being administered by multinational 
corporations. How does the rhetoric of 
“failed state” benefit the unrestricted 
exploitation of natural resources in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo today? 
Following the presentations, there will be 
a discussion with the participants and the 
public.

ANtoNy t. ANGhiE is Professor of Law at the National 
University of Singapore. He has served as Professor 
of Law at the University of Utah and as Visiting 
Professor at the American University Cairo, Cornell, 
Harvard, the London School of Economics, and the 
University of Tokyo. Professor Anghie's research 
interests include i.a. globalization, development 
issues, and international law; colonialism and the 
history of public international law; and Third World 
Approaches to International Law (TWAIL). In his 
book Imperialism, Sovereignty and the Making 
of International Law (2005) he argues that the 
colonial confrontation was central to the formation 
of international law and its founding concept, 
sovereignty.

susAN GEorGE is a political scientist and activist. 
She is president of the Transnational Institute in 
Amsterdam, an international network of scholar-
activists committed to social change. With her first 
ground-breaking book How the Other Half Dies: 
The Real Reason for World Hunger (1976) she 
achieved international recognition and has since 
published widely on global inequalities. Recent 
publications include Shadow Sovereigns: How Global 
Corporations Are Seizing Power (2015) and Whose 
Crisis? Whose Future? (2010). George holds honorary 
doctorates from the University of Newcastle-upon-
Tyne and the Universidad Nacional de Educación a 
Distancia of Madrid.

lAwrENcE liANG is a legal scholar and writer based 
at the Alternative Law Forum, Bangalore. His work 
lies at the intersection of law and cultural politics, 
and has in recent years been looking at questions 
of media piracy. He has been working closely with 
the independent research initiative Sarai, New Delhi 
on the joint research project Intellectual Property 
and the Knowledge/Culture Commons. Liang is 
the author of Free/Open Source Software. Open 
Content (2007) and The Public is Watching: Sex, 
Laws and Videotape (2007). Most recently he co-
authored Invisible Libraries (2016), speculative fiction 
on libraries and the future of reading. He regularly 
publishes on copyright, popular culture, and legal 
questions.
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The Nation-State System
The Abandoned Futures in the Era of Nations

How did the nation-state system manage to replace all other ideas of 
political organization? By shedding light on curtailed political options 
from the past, we hope to reclaim once again the possibility to imagine 
other forms of political belonging–within, between and across nations. 
The narrative of self-determination propagated by the nation-state still 
contains echoes of the immediate past and present of (post) colonialism. 
In view of a present which is informed by the catastrophic experiences of 
the 20th century, how can possibilities for an emancipatory future arise? 
And, finally the decisive question: How can one think beyond the limits of 
the nation-state system?

iN Koli JEAN bofANE is an author. He grew up 
in Belgium but returned to his native Congo 
(Zaire) in 1983. With the increasing oppression 
of press freedom in his country, he left in 1993 
to pursue a writing career in Belgium. Bofane’s 
first work Pourquoi le lion n’est plus le roi des 
animaux (1996) is a satire about dictators. His latest 
book Congo Inc. Le Testament de Bismarck (2015) 
paints a complex picture of the contemporary Congo 
in the grip of globalization. In 2015 he was awarded 
the Prix des 5 continents de la Francophonie.

7-8 pm
iNtroductioN 
Katrin Klingan

prEsENtAtioN
Self-Determination
David Scott 

Self-determination and sovereignty are 
among the leading paradigms that have 
fostered the emergence of the current 
nation-state system. However, these 
promises have proven to be twofold and 
were never fully realized in a large number 
of nation-states. The momentum marked 
by the Bandung Conference (1955) and 
the emerging Non-Aligned Movement was 
quickly lost to the hegemonic normalization 
of the nation-state. Looking at these 
normative formations today, David Scott 
takes on the task of thinking beyond the 
given frame: departing from the history of 
the narrative of self-determination, where 
does this leave room for political agency?

dAvid scott teaches in the Department of 
Anthropology at Columbia University. His 
work is concerned with rethinking the story of 
the colonial past for the postcolonial present. 
This has involved a variety of inquiries into 
tradition and generations, dialog and criticism, 
self-determination and sovereignty, tragedy 
and temporality, and transitional justice and 
liberalism. He is the author of Formations of 
Ritual (1994), Refashioning Futures (1999), Conscripts 
of Modernity (2004), Omens of Adversity (2014), 
and Stuart Hall’s Voice: Intimation of an Ethics of 
Receptive Generosity (2017). Scott is the founder and 
editor of the journal Small Axe, and director of the 
Small Axe Project.
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Conversations

In a series of conversations the participants, along with the audience, will 
make connections between the questions that arise from examining the 
nation-state system. The question of how it might be possible to achieve 
an actual protection beyond the human rights supposedly enjoyed by 
every human being will be raised. The conversations will examine where to 
locate political agency between national governments and transnational 
corporations and institutions, and take a second look at the cosmopoli-
tanism of the old empires. A variety of zones of exclusion–from free trade 
zones to deportation camps–will be put in relation to one another. Parti- 
cipants will view the past from the perspective of its futurity and vice 
versa, and examine the disconcerting “new machismo” that has been 
spreading in key positions of global power. 

5.30-6.30 pm
Which Humans Have Human Rights?
Boaventura de Sousa Santos and 
Samar Yazbek
in Arabic and English 

70 years after the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, it has become evident 
that there is nothing “universal” about 
these rights. Why is this? What are the 
contradictions between our war-prone 
world order and the means of protection 
supposedly enjoyed by every human being? 
What other models of human dignity might 
offer us a more hopeful prospect?

boAvENturA dE sousA sANtos is a sociologist and 
legal scholar. He is Professor of Sociology at the 
University of Coimbra, Portugal, and Distinguished 
Legal Scholar at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison as well as the director of the Center for 
Social Studies at the University of Coimbra. He 
has written and published widely on the issues 
of globalization, sociology of law and the state, 
epistemology, democracy, human rights, social 
movements and the World Social Forum. His most 
recent publications include If God Were a Human 
Rights Activist (2015), Epistemologies of the South. 
Justice against the Epistemicide (2014), and Toward 
a New Legal Common Sense: Law, Globalization, and 
Emancipation (2002).

sAmAr yAzbEK is an author and journalist. She has 
written numerous novels, short stories, film scripts, 
and has edited the feminist e-zine Women of Syria. 
A prominent voice in support of human rights and 
women's rights, she took part in the protests against 
the Assad government. In 2012, she received the 
PEN/Pinter International Writer of Courage Award 
for her book A Woman in the Crossfire (2012), an 
account of the Syrian uprising’s first months. Since 
she has left Syria in 2011, she has secretly returned 
several times to her homeland. In her latest book, The 
Crossing: My Journey to the Shattered Heart of 
Syria (2015), she testifies to how a peaceful uprising 
transformed into an appalling conflict.

7–8 pm
Have Nations Killed Cosmopolitanism?
Arjun Appadurai, Cemil Aydin and 
Rana Dasgupta

As many nations are reaching the limits 
of their multicultural potential, it seems 
prudent to abandon the superiority they 
have always felt over empires.  Looking 
back at those empires, one might identify 
spaces that could accommodate a far 
greater diversity than contemporary nation-
states. Can old empires offer inspirations 
for today’s political impasses?

ArJuN AppAdurAi is an anthropologist and Professor 
of Media, Culture and Communication at New 
York University, where he is also Senior Fellow at 
the Institute for Public Knowledge. In 2016/17 he 
is a Visiting Professor at the Institute for European 
Ethnology at Humboldt University Berlin. Appadurai 
has published a number of seminal books within the 
field of globalization studies, such as Modernity at 
Large (1996), Fear of Small Numbers: An Essay on 
the Geography of Anger (2006), and The Future as a 
Cultural Fact: Essays on the Global Condition (2013). 
Most recently, he published Banking on Words. 
The Failure of Language in the Age of Derivative 
Finance (2015), offering an unconventional approach to 
the economic collapse of 2008.

cEmil AydiN teaches global history at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. His research focuses 
on modern Middle Eastern and Asian intellectual 
histories, investigating the roots of the contemporary 
world order. In The Politics of Anti-Westernism in Asia: 
Visions of World Order in Pan-Islamic and Pan-Asian 
Thought (2007) he discusses the rise of modern anti-
Westernism in the age of imperialism. He recently 
published Regionen und Reiche in der Politischen 
Geschichte des Langen 19. Jahrhunderts, 1750-
1924 (Regions and Empires in the Political History of 
the Long 19th Century) in Geschichte der Welt, 1750-
1870: Wege zur Modernen Welt (2016). His book The 
Idea of the Muslim World: A Global Intellectual 
History is forthcoming (April 2017).

rANA dAsGuptA is a novelist and essayist. His texts 
focus on issues of home and homelessness as well 
as rootedness and motion in a globalized world. His 
novel Solo won the Commonwealth Writers' Prize in 
2010. His latest book, Capital: A Portrait of Twenty-
First-Century Delhi (2014), is a non-fiction exploration 
of his adopted city of Delhi, and, in particular, the 
changes and personalities brought about there by 
globalization. Dasgupta is Distinguished Visiting 
Lecturer and Writer-in-Residence in the Department 
of Modern Culture and Media at Brown University.



Friday, March 24, 2017 

8.30–9.30 pm
What is the Space of Exception?
Keller Easterling, Bernd Kasparek and 
Kim Rygiel 

Spatial zones with special qualities have 
proliferated over recent years, creating an 
“archipelago of exceptions” (Easterling) 
in legal and economic spaces: on the one 
side a multitude of “free” zones offering 
exemptions from taxation and other forms 
of state control, gated communities and 
luxury housing projects. On the other, zones 
of exemption from the right to have rights, 
“black sites” and sites for incarceration and 
detention of migrants and refugees, but 
also autonomous zones, spaces of refusal 
and escape. What are the connections 
between these different zones of exception? 
And which role do “smart technologies” of 
borders and nations play here?

KEllEr EAstErliNG is an architect, writer and 
Professor at the School of Architecture at Yale 
University. She has lectured and published 
widely in the United States and beyond. In her 
book Extrastatecraft: The Power of Infrastructure 
Space (2014) she examines global infrastructure 
networks as a medium of polity. Another recent 
book, Subtraction (2014), considers building removal 
or how to put the development machine into reverse. 
Easterling's research and writing were included in 
the 14th International Architecture Exhibition of 
the Venice Biennale in 2014 and her work has been 
exhibited internationally.

bErNd KAspArEK is a migration scholar and activist 
with a focus on border studies. He is founding 
member of the Network for Critical Migration and 
Border Regime Studies (kritnet) and member of 
the managing board of the research association 
bordermonitoring.eu. Currently, he is completing 
his PhD project on the Europeanisation of the 
border regime. Together with Sabine Hess he 
edited Grenzregime: Diskurse, Praktiken, Institutionen 
in Europa (2010), a collection of texts concerned 
with the dynamics, actors, discourses, and practices 
of the European border regime and, with others, 
the successor volume Grenzregime 3: Der lange 
Sommer der Migration (2016), on the so-called 
Summer of Migration in 2015. His book Europas 
Grenzen (Europe’s borders) is forthcoming (2017).

Kim ryGiEl is Associate Professor in the Department 
of Political Science at Wilfrid Laurier University 
and the Balsillie School of International Affairs 
in Waterloo, Canada. Her research focuses on 
border security, migration, and citizenship in North 
America and Europe. She investigates how citizens 
and non-citizens engage in citizenship practices 
and challenge notions of political community and 
understandings of citizenship. She is the author 
of Globalizing Citizenship (2010) and co-editor 
of Citizenship, Migrant Activism and the Politics of 
Movement (2012). Her work has appeared in journals 
such as Citizenship Studies, European Journal of 
Social Theory and International Political Sociology.

8.30–9.30 pm   foyEr
Conversations: What is the Space of 
Exception?
Keller Easterling, Bernd Kasparek and 
Kim Rygiel

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

12–1.30 pm   foyEr
Migration – The Right to Have Rights
pErformANcE, discussioN 
Patrick Bernier, Olive Martin, Sébastien 
Canevet, Sylvia Preuss-Laussinotte

2–4 pm   Auditorium
Migration – Unruly Thinking
iNputs, discussioNs Bernd Kasparek, 
Ramzi Kassem, Brigitta Kuster, 
Sandro Mezzadra, Kim Rygiel, Isabelle 
Saint-Saëns, Zoran Terzić

5–8.30 pm   Auditorium
State Technologies
prEsENtAtioNs, lEcturE pErformANcEs 
Keller Easterling, cinéma copains 
(Arne Hector, Minze Tummescheit), Felix 
Stalder, Charles Lim Yi Yong, Samar 
Yazbek, Boaventura de Sousa Santos

5-6 pm   foyEr
Conversations: The New Machismo
Arjun Appadurai and Slavenka Drakulić

6.30-7.30 pm   foyEr
Conversations:
How is the World Governed, 
and Towards What End?
Antony T. Anghie and Susan George

7.30-8.30 pm   foyEr
Conversations: Reinventing Futures?
In Koli Jean Bofane and Brigitta Kuster

9–10.30 pm   Auditorium
The Nation-State System
lEcturE, lEcturE pErformANcE 
Hito Steyerl, Ann Cotten

THURSDAY, MARCH 23

7–9 pm   Auditorium
The Nation-State System
prEsENtAtioNs, pErformANcE Lawrence 
Liang, Kudzanai Chiurai with Zaki Ibrahim, 
Cemil Aydin

9–11 pm   Auditorium
The Standard of Civilization – A History of 
Continuity
documENts, prEsENtAtioNs Brigitta 
Kuster, David Scott, Christian Nyampeta, 
Antony T. Anghie

FRIDAY, MARCH 24 

12–4 pm   Auditorium
Migration – Talking Migration
thEsEs, discussioNs Avery F. Gordon, 
Bernd Kasparek, Sandro Mezzadra, Zoran 
Terzić, Brigitta Kuster, Isabelle Saint-Saëns, 
Ramzi Kassem, Kim Rygiel

5–7 pm   Auditorium
The Standard of Civilization – Law and War
documENts, prEsENtAtioNs, discussioN
Avery F. Gordon, Slavenka Drakulić, Ramzi 
Kassem

5.30–6.30 pm   foyEr
Conversations: Which Humans Have
Human Rights?
Boaventura de Sousa Santos and
Samar Yazbek

7–8 pm   Auditorium 
The Nation-State System
prEsENtAtioN David Scott

7–8 pm   foyEr
Conversations: Have Nations Killed
Cosmopolitanism?
Arjun Appadurai, Cemil Aydin and 
Rana Dasgupta

8–10 pm   Auditorium
The Standard of Civilization – From the
"Right to Trade" to "Good Governance"
documENts, prEsENtAtioNs, discussioN 
Antony T. Anghie, Susan George, 
Lawrence Liang, In Koli Jean Bofane 

Complete Program March 23-25, 2017
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Haus der Kulturen der Welt is funded by

Now is the Time of Monsters  #HKWnow

The present moment is marked by one central political idea: the 
nation-state. It installs itself through a system of nation-states and a cor-
responding global framework that originated from a new world order after 
the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. Since then, it has become so deeply 
embedded in our thinking that alternative forms of political organization 
have become practically unimaginable—even though serious alternatives, 
such as transnational anti-colonial movements and communist interna-
tionalism, existed at the time. By laying bare the framing conditions of the 
nation-state, their exclusionary mechanisms and the structural violence 
anchored within them, Now is the Time of Monsters picks up a phrase by 
Antonio Gramsci to open up a space for the decisive question: how can 
one think beyond the limits of the nation-state system? Today, neo-nation-
alist threats and the failure of a nation-state system confronted with glob-
al migration, make clear that we need to reclaim such a zone of political 
transformation and radical imagination.

This three-day event will draw on international voices from the arts, lite- 
rature, theory, and science, discussing pressing questions: How did the 
nation-state system replace all other ideas of political organization, and 
what was lost in this process? How do inequality and global power asym-
metries get transferred into international systems of state and law? How 
can migration allow for a radical reconsideration of existing structures? 
How should one understand the role of the state in the relational network 
of globalization and financial capitalism, and how does this influence our 
idea of the actual character of the state?

Now is the Time of Monsters is a project by the Literature and Humanities department, 
curated by Rana Dasgupta, Nanna Heidenreich and Katrin Klingan.


